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At the IABES conference held on the island of 

Marinduque, Philippines, from 2 - 9 November 

2015, its Committee on International Relations 

met once again. 

Established  in 2009 at the IABES meeting in 
Penang, Malysia, in the light of existing but sud-
denly implemented EU veterinary reglementa-
tion, the Committee had two detailed meetings 
with the UE commission in Brussels in 2010. As 
a result matters were clarified, and the Commit-
tee, chaired by  John Calvert,  since met regu-
larly  once a year in Stratford upon Avon, UK, to 
keep an eye on this and other matters in the 
period 2010 -2013. 
With  John Calvert now having retired, James 

Ship of Stratford Butterfly Garden, has taken over as Committee Chairman. The other members are Maarten 

Bijleveld (dep. Chairman), Asuncion Gomez, Elizabeth Lumawig-Heitzmann and Ernesto Rodriguez. The Com-

mittee will continue its watchdog and troubleshooter role in the coming years. 

Butterfly Exhibit Survey 

Editors note: Dina Bryan from Griffith University in Australia is conducting research concerning butterfly exhibits 
and conservation. Please support her by filling in the survey. The results will be interesting published in the 
Flutterings in the coming months. Thank you.  

Dear Tropical Butterfly Gardens, 

My name is Dina Bryan and I am conducting research into the relationship between butterfly exhibit visitation 
and conservation efforts. I am asking butterfly exhibit operators and visitors to share their experiences in order 
to improve our understanding of the industry on a global scale. My research involves the analysis of two sur-
veys; one for butterfly exhibit operators, and the other for their visitors. 

Butterfly Exhibit Operator Survey:  I am seeking staff of butterfly exhibits to provide insight into the industry 

through a 10 minute online survey. The surveys are anonymous and confidential. At your earliest convenience, 
could you please complete this online questionnaire via the following link, and also forward access any relevant 
staff members.   

https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/butterfly_operators  

Butterfly Exhibit Visitor Survey: Additionally, I am asking the operators of butterfly exhibits to display a 
poster inviting their visitors to participate in a short online survey. If you could please print and display either of 
the attached posters in a prominent location at your establishment, it would be greatly appreciated. The poster 
contains the URL and QR code for visitor convenience. You could further assist the visitor study by directing 
your guests to the poster where appropriate. Also, if you are comfortable distributing this invitation to any of 
your existing membership groups or newsletter lists, it would add valuable insight to this study.   

https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/butterfly  

Further information 

If you would like more information about the project, this survey or the visitor survey; please feel free to email 
me directly on dina.bryan@griffithuni.edu.au.  

If you have further questions or any complaints, please contact my research supervisor Dr Guy Castley 
(g.castley@griffith.edu.au). 
Your time and opinions are greatly appreciated, 

Dina Bryan, Griffith School of Environment, Griffith University, Australia, Ph: +61 7 5552 8918 

https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/butterfly_operators
https://prodsurvey.rcs.griffith.edu.au/butterfly
mailto:dina.bryan@griffithuni.edu.au
mailto:g.castley@griffith.edu.au
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Abstract by Chantal Derungs Jakob (the complete report by Michael Schwartz can be found in the member 

login section of the IABES website).  

Since the last report in April 2015 the following was accomplished by Michael Schwartz of the Windsor Re-

search Centre and his team in Jamaica:  

 The Catadupa Conservation Action Plan (C-CAP) was completed for Cockpit Country and the implementa-

tion of associated actions was started. The C-CAP defines a series of strategies and actions, which will 

support the conservation of all the biodiversity in western Cockpit Country, including the Jamaican Giant 

Swallowtail Papilio homerus. The final aims are to insure that the boundaries of Cockpick Country are 

clearly defined, Cockpit Country is declared a no-mining area and to evoke the general principle that Key 

Biodiversity Areas are excluded from mining.  

 After two years building up support for “No Mining in 

Cockpit Country” at the local level, a media cam-

paign was launched to build national support. The 

media campaign was helped by the probably-illegal 

incursion of bauxite mining into eastern Cockpit 

Country in May 2015, which enabled the generation 

of a high level of media interest. In addition to press 

releases and a guided tour for the media, a public 

meeting was held on the site of the mining incursion 

and the communities subsequently held a demon-

stration against mining on a nearby bauxite haul 

road.  

 On the 23rd of September 2015 a well attended 

press conference was held in Jamaicas capital 

Kingston and letters from the communities were de-

livered to various agencies and ministers, including 

the Minister of Mining.  

 Between May and October front-page coverage was 

generated twice in a national newspaper in addition 

to ten substancial articles related to the issue of 

Bauxite Mining in Cockpit Country. Two TV pro-

gramms were triggered and a four-hour, outside 

broadcast was sponsored on national radio.  

 A one-day workshop was held with Government 

Agencies to introduce them to the finalised 

Catadupa Conservation Action Plan. This was at-

tended by representatives from different depart-

ments and even a Senior Director of the Ministry of 

Mining.  

 An attempt was also made to meet the Minister of 

Mining. This was unsuccessful probably due to up-

coming elections.   

The next steps planned for 2016 are:  

 A meeting with the Ministry of Mining and other GoJ Entities.  

 Further meetings of the “Cockpit Communities for Conservation” group Installation of a billboard making 

people aware that they are entering Cockpit Country 

 Preparation of materials for the media: press releases, drone videos, GIS maps etc.  

Michael Schwartz has asked for support from IABES for the implementation of these steps in 2016.  
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By Lauren Williamson 

For the 2016 ICBES we are joining forces with TITAG and their Invertebrates in Education and Conservation 
Conference (IECC).  All the little details have not been ironed out quite yet. However, we DO know that we will 
be in Tucson, Arizona, USA from the 26th to the 30th of July. Please see links for more information at the bottom 
of the page. 

A Call for Papers has been announced with a deadline of March 1st.  For those that have not attended this 
conference, the IECC does things a bit differently than ICBES.  Presentations should be no longer than 18 min-
utes (you have a choice between 9 and 18 minutes) and must be accompanied by a written paper.  You will 
also receive a registration discount for presenting.   

You DO NOT need to have the paper written by March 1st.  Only an abstract is needed for the proposal.  Ab-
stracts should be submitted through this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IECC2016 

You DO NOT have to be a TITAG member to attend the conference or to present a paper.  A paper should be 
invertebrate or education related (although, we of course encourage you to speak about lepidopterans).  

The conference venue will be the Hilton Tucson El Conquistador Gold & Tennis Resort:  
http://www.hiltonelconquistador.com/ 
  
IABEs members will be informed as soon as registration has been opened.  

Image of  the month  

This picture of a lovely Heliconius 

cydno hybrid was submitted by the 

new IABES board member Kurtis 

Herpeger from Victoria  Butterfly 

Gardens.  

Interesting Link 
The Dutch Entomological Society published an interesting article about the Pachli-

opta species in South East Asia. The entire article can be found in the member log-

in section of the IABES website:  

http://www.iabes.org/index.php/member-login/articles-for-members 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IECC2016
http://www.iabes.org/index.php/member-login/articles-for-members
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Who are you?  
 
I'm Piet Moerman, owner of the Passiflorahoeve since 2002. 
Until 1995 I was a plumber. 
In 1995 I fell mentally ill. After a few years things started 
turning towards the better. I started growing passion flowers 
from seeds and collecting more and more of them, also by 
swapping species that were difficult to obtain with fellow col-
lectors . 
Then one day a man came to me and asked, whether he 
could buy a passion flower for his Heliconidae caterpillars 
and I gave him a plant. After two weeks he came back be-
cause all the leaves were gone, the caterpillars eating to 
much. I gave him another one and after further two weeks he 
came back and yes the leaves were gone. Only this time he 
brought me some pupae. 
The butterflies hatched and after a few days they laid their 
first eggs on the passion flower. I start to reading, making 
contacts and visiting some butterfly houses in the Nether-
lands, Europe and America. 
So we become bigger and bigger. Now we have 5 butterfly 
gardens, a caterpillar nursery with 84 cages (we’re breeding 
around 120 different species a year). We're the only institu-
tion with the national Aristolochia collection certification with 
around 150 different species. But also for the passion flower-
collection comprising around 450 species, we have a na-
tional collection certification. 
Blood, sweat and tears: but we are satisfied that we have 
realized it the way we like it. 
 
Describe your exhibit:  
 
Every year we try to attract more visitors, show different but-
terflies, caterpillars and plants. 
We change or renew things that are too old or have to be 
renovated. Almost all the money goes to the Passifloraho-
eve. In the Netherlands there are so many rules, and when 
you manage to comply to them all, they make new rules. 
 
What do you like about your job?  
 
When visitors leave with a good feeling, it gives me energy. I 
love teaching people about nature and why butterflies/ cater-
pillars are so important and what their role is in nature. Walk-
ing in the gardens or nursery gives me a feeling of tranquility. 
 
A few words about your team: 
 
We have around 30 volunteers or trainees per month with 
different conditions from burn-outs to mental illnesses. I 
coach them and they fulfil all kinds of chores: feeding, cutting 
plants and maintenance. 
The volunteers range from professors to craftsmen, but all 
together we are one team. 
And there is a hobbyist who helps me with the butterflies and caterpillars. 
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Describe issues/ difficulties you have with the design 
and concept :  
 
What can we do against lice, mice, parasites and so on?
We’ve changed so much but there are still new problems 
each year, so every new season we start with new improve-
ments. 
 
 
Any new ideas, updates, upgrades needed? 
 
This winter we've new improvements on our caterpillar nurs-
ery, orchid wall, we’re going to grow new food plants and 
clean and repair two ponds. 
 
 
What do butterflies mean to you personally?  
 
Restful, the fascination from egg to butterfly. 
 
 
Which is you favourite butterfly species ?  
 
I don't have a favourite, I find them all special. 
Some butterflies that are only grey have nice coloured cater-
pillars, or a nice behaviour. 
That is why I show people how beautiful small butterflies are, 
not only the big ones. 

Interesting Link 
The Dutch Entomological Society published an interesting article about the Pachli-

opta species in South East Asia. The entire article can be found in the member 

login section of the IABES website:  

http://www.iabes.org/index.php/member-login/articles-for-members 

http://www.iabes.org/index.php/member-login/articles-for-members
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Imagine walking through a lush tropical rain forest amidst flowers and trees, ponds and a trick-

ling waterfall with butterflies flying overhead and all around you in their own natural paradise. 

This is a dream come true at The Butterfly Farms in St Martin and Aruba. Within large 

meshed enclosures you can see hundreds of real exotic butterflies flying freely, a beautiful 

display of the most spectacular species from all over the world... 

• Entrance includes a free return pass for the duration of your vacation! 

• Open all year, daily Aruba 8-30 am - 4-30 pm (last tour starts at 4pm )St Martin 9-00 am - 3

-30 (last tour starts at 3pm) 

• Guided tours run all day, they last for approximately 15 to 20 minutes and you are welcome 

to stay for as long as you like. Photography and video no problem! 

• Each Farm has a great shop selling a huge selection of butterfly-related gifts and souvenirs. 

Refreshments are available in the shady cafes outside. Parking and restrooms on site. 
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Let us take you on a journey into a little tropical paradise, to palm and banana trees, to trickling waterfalls and the 

colorful flourish of exotic butterflies from South America, Africa and Asia. Discover the Chinese Atlas-moth, 

whose wing span measures about 25 cm, as it sleeps away the day undisturbed by the bustle around him. Or the 

blue Morpho of Brazil, floating through the air majestically. In a second pavilion, the “caterpillar house”, you can 

find tiny butterfly eggs, hungrily munching caterpillars and expertly camouflaged cocoons. The little Chinese 

Dwarf quails, whose chicks are barely larger than a bumble bee, the turtles diving into the water and the mysteri-

ous iguana are a constant source of delight to our visitors. Our small insectarium is home to tarantulas, snakes and 

other exotic pets. No matter what the weather, the daytime, if spring, summer or autumn, the Butterfly Garden is 

always an experience for our visitors young and old, a paradise for nature-lovers and hobby photographers. Come 

along and join us on a walk around this unique attraction! 

Discover the fascinating world of nature in all its arrays: experience a colorful ballet of exotic butter-

flies flying freely around you, observe the secretive creatures of night, watch rainbow toucans and in-

digenous butterflies, arthropods with amazing forms and wooly pigs working as landscape architects. 

Let us take you on an exciting journey at Papiliorama in Kerzers! 

Visit the IABES facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/IABES 

This is a great way to keep up with current events in the organization, share photos, papers, and 

any other useful information.   

Find us on Facebook and “like” us! 

Butterfly Dan's has been supplying to the Butterfly industry for over 21 years. Butterfly 

Dan's goal is to provide our customers with the best value and increased varieties. Our 

commitment to quality and value has helped us to become a leader in supplying butterfly 

pupae to exhibits in the U.S. and Canada. 

Our exhibitors range from Natural History Museums, zoos, and tourist attractions such 

as Walt Disney World. 

https://www.facebook.com/IABES
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PLEASE CONTRIBUTE 

The next edition of the International Flutterings will appear at the beginning of April 2016. Please remember that 

this publication is only possible with the help of IABES members. Thank you for submitting articles by the 15th 

of March to Chantal Derungs Jakob (derungs.jakob@sunrise.ch).  

 

AND CONTACT US WITH YOUR QUESTIONS 

Lauren Williamson (Americas membership liaison): lwilliamson@hmns.org  

Marisca Kuyper (Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia membership liaison): m.kuyper@wildlands.nl   

Fachjan Project Plants is a Dutch company which is specialized in supplying tropical and subtropical plants to inside enclosures in Zoos all 
over Europe and even further. With a 45.000m² company we can produce a wide assortment of green and flowering plants which we im-
port from all around the world and acclimatize in our greenhouse.      

ww.fachjan.nl 
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